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Work of the Pan-American Conference. 

The International American Conference, composed 
of representatives of all the nineteen independent 
American states, finished its work at Mexico City 
and adjourned on the 31st ult., having been in session 
three months and ten days. 

There has been a good deal of disposition to under- 
rate the Conference and to depreciate its work in 
advance. The differences among the delegations on 
the subject of arbitration have been much exaggerated 
by newspaper agencies, which seemed at one time 
determined to have a fine quarrel and break-up of 
the meeting. 

In spite of these pessimistic prophecies and attempts 
to bring about disaster, the Conference has carried 
its program through to complete success, and has 
accomplished even more than could have been reason- 
ably expected. It will be justly entitled hereafter to 
rank as one of the great conferences of history, second, 
in fact, so far only to that at The Hague in 1899. 
Its influence on the general civilization of the world 
will be no less marked than its effect in bringing 
about greater fellowship among the nations of this 
hemisphere. 

We should be glad to give a general account of 



what the Conference has done along all the lines of 
its work, but cannot do this in a very cleac way until 
we get more complete reports than have so far come 
to hand. 

In the matter of arbitration the Conference has 
left little to be desired. It has taken the one great 
step that we have advocated from the first as the 
essential and logical thing to do. It has given its 
unanimous adherence to the Hague Convention for 
the pacific settlement of international controversies. 
This it did on the 18th of January after long-con- 
tinued and earnest discussion. 

The far-reaching effect of this action cannot be 
overestimated. When it is ratified by the govern- 
ments represented it will bring all the remaining im- 
portant nations of the world within the provisions of 
the Hague treaty. There will remain the formality 
of securing the approval of the powers signatory to 
the Hague Convention, as provided in Article 60 of 
the Hague treaty. But this, we believe, will be a 
mere formality. The United States and Mexico are 
both signatories to the Hague treaty, as well as to 
the new Pan-American convention, and through their 
influence the other seventeen American states will 
certainly be admitted without question into the 
Hague agreement. 

This will be an accomplishment second in impor- 
tance only to the original work of the Hague Confer- 
ence as ratified by the powers represented in it. 
Twenty of these powers have already appointed their 
members of the Permanent International Court, as 
the latest edition of the Register of our State Depart- 
ment shows. There are six which have not yet done 
so, namely, Turkey, Greece, China, Persia, Monten- 
egro and Luxemburg. There is fair prospect, then, 
that in a year or two more, when the seventeen other 
American states have given their formal adherence to 
the Hague agreement, we shall have an international 
court of arbitration with representatives in it from 
forty-three powers — a genuine world-court, for these 
forty-three nations cover with their sovereignty prac- 
tically the whole earth. 

It would of course be a greater attainment if all 
these forty-three nations would bind themselves by 
treaty stipulations to submit their controversies to 
the International Court. But this obligatory arbitra- 
tion will come in time, and is the next practical thing 
to be worked for. But we must not underrate what 
we already have in a great court of voluntary reference. 

Toward the bringing about of obligatory arbitration 



